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BEACON’s new Board President, John Laker, accepted a check from Geri 
Boyer and Marsia Murphy in December.  The checks represented the proceeds 
of a fundraiser, held by the firm of Kaskaskia Engineering to benefit BEACON.  
Geri and Marsia are co-owners of Kaskaskia Engineering.  BEACON is proud 
to partner with businesses and organizations in the area.  See Page 2 for 
Businesses Care. 
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Most folks know about our clearinghouse operation and our trans-
portation and Relational ministries. Many know we have a furniture 
ministry, but the history and scope of this ministry is not as well 
known.  In 2004, the city of Belleville donated the use of a building 
to store all of the furniture and household goods we receive.  Our 
volunteers can pick up items, or they can be dropped off when the 
warehouse is open. The items are stored until they are given to cli-
ents.  

 In 2009, we helped 381 families who received $21,890 worth of 
furniture and/or household goods.  Without the awesome donations 
of bedding and furniture from Weekends Only—Fairview Heights, 

it’s likely that half the families assisted would not have received the bedding and furniture they now enjoy.  Last 
month, this store went even further and donated all of its display bedding,    

The picture above shows our  Program Director, Jade Sodam, and Shelly Dublar, Furniture Coordinator, presenting 
Bill Dawkins, Store Manager,  with a certificate of appreciation during our annual recognition dinner.  Please con-
gratulate Bill and his staff on the huge impact they have made in the quality of life for many area families.   

Visit our website at www.beaconministry.org for more information about BEACON. 

Another area business that cares is Kaskaskia Engineering, as illustrated on the front page.  These caring people 
hosted their own fundraiser to raise funds to donate to BEACON.  Congratulations, Geri, Marsia and Associates! 

Grainger Industrial Supply , St Louis, MO, recently donated four 27 foot heavy duty 
straps to be used in furniture pick up and delivery.  This corporation believes in build-
ing stronger communities by their actions (such as this generous donation).   

Their CEO states, “Our employees want to help others; it’s what they enthusiastically 
do for our customers every day.  That same drive to serve extends well beyond the 
walls of our branches, into the communities where our employees live and work.  At 
Grainger, we’re proud to be there for our local neighborhoods and the many good 
causes that help make them strong.”   

Their commitment to our community is evident.  More information on Grainger can be 
found at www.grainger.com.  Thank you for caring! 
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“Your word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light for my path.” (Psalm 
119:105).  This verse was the theme 
for our 2010 Annual Recognition 
Dinner for volunteers and donors on 
February 19th.  During the evening 
we celebrated in the light, wor-
shipped in the light, reflected the 
light, helped in the light, and lastly, 
walked in the light.  It was an awe-
some evening culminating in the 
honoring of the generosity of our 
volunteers and donors (individuals, 
churches, businesses, organizations 
and grant makers).  Without all of 

you, 2009 would not have been a 
successful year.  Do you realize that 
your generosity enabled us to serve 

2,354 families, including 586 chil-
dren?  Did you know that volunteers 
donated over 4,800 hours to helping 
those in need?  BEACON facilitated 
$270,708 worth of goods and ser-
vices to persons whose re-
quests/referrals were handled by our 
staff and volunteers.  We have a lot 
to thank God for.  None of this 
would have been possible without 
you!  Thanks be to God that all of 
you are the lamp unto our feet and 
the light for our path, helping those 
in need. 

 

Local organization Community 
Kindness, which operates a Resale 
Shop at 500 E. Main, has awarded a 
$2,000 grant to BEACON for use 
with our Relational Ministry.   

Community Kindness has supported 
BEACON with grants for many 
years.  They are a volunteer  

organization whose mission statement 
is: To recognize the need of, and raise 
funds for, 501(c) (3) Agencies, 
Organizations, and Projects within St 
Clair County that enable them to 
improve their community’s standard 
of living, provide jobs, expand their 
good work or recover from a crisis. 

Thanks for helping us help others! 
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If you would like to receive the Shining Light electronically ( via 
Email), please send an email to beacon@charterinternet.com with 
subscribe in the subject line. If you prefer the US Mail-we will 
continue to mail it to you! 
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         Oct  Nov   Dec  Total 

REQUESTS        203           244          236  683 

 

THESE TOTALS INCLUDE: Transportation –32 completed  

Furniture -42 completed 
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There was a full house at the 
Memorial Hospital Education 
Center in O’Fallon on Friday, 
February 19th.  The evening 
started with a buffet, compliments 
of Memorial Hospital.  Rev. Dr. 
Doug Cripe was the emcee, and 
Rev. Mark Queener was the 
keynote speaker.   

Outgoing Board President Wanda 
Knepper  and Shelly Dublar 
presented the annual Betty 
Doehler Volunteer Award to Alex 
May, who helps Shelly at the 
warehouse, and  Maggie and 
Wanda presented the new Phil 
Auner Board Member Award to  
Janet Wissehr and Gretchen 
Phillips, who accepted the award 
on behalf of their father, the late 
Dr. Phil Auner.  

Program Director Jade Sodam 
presented a recognition award to 

Bill Dawkins of Weekends Only 
Furniture, and accepted awards on 
behalf of the City of Belleville,  
for providing warehouse space, 
The Belleville News Democrat, 
for  publishing free event ads, and 
Rothman Furniture, for referring 
customers to BEACON.    

Weekends Only has donated 
many thousands of dollars worth 
of beds in just the past year.   

The Annual Meeting portion of 
the evening saw the election of 
new Board members and Officers, 
as well as a review of the year by 
Clearinghouse Director Maggie 
Daugherty, and an appeal for 
funding by Board Member Rev. 
Rick Hodshire.  Eden Seminary 
Student Michelle Freeman closed 
the evening with prayer. 

BEACON wishes to thank all in 

attendance for their hard work 
and dedication.  The response to 
the appeal and to our pledge drive 
has been unbelievably generous. 
Praise God! 

 

See page 11 for  additional 
pictures of the evening.   
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Janet Wissehr  and Gretchen 
Phillips accepting the Phil Auner 
award. 
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At BEACON’s Annual Meeting 
and Volunteer Recognition Event 
held on Friday, February 19th at 
the Memorial Hospital Education 
Center in O’Fallon, three new 
officers and four new board 
members were elected.  

John Laker was elected President, 
Diane Runyan, Vice President, 

and Gwen Borsch, Treasurer.  
Mickie Moore will continue as 
Secretary of the BEACON Board 
of Directors.   

New Board members are:  Rev, 
Dr, John Dawson, Pastor of 
Sterling Baptist Church in 
Fairview Heights; Rev. Dorothy 
Berry, Pastor of Wilkerson 

Chapel AME Church in 
Belleville; Jim Eckert, from 
Union United Methodist Church, 
and Yvonne Hayes from St 
Augustine of Canterbury Catholic 
Church in Belleville.  
Congratulations!  We look 
forward to working with all of 
you! 

There was nothing trivial about 
BEACON’s first Trivia Night.  
Held at St. Augustine of 
Canterbury’s Kuhl Hall, the 
evening was organized by Daniel 
Toberman, an English Teacher at 
Collinsville High School and 
grandson of BEACON volunteer, 
Jean Jones.  Toby (Daniel) also 
served as the emcee.  Twenty one 
tables of trivia players competed 

for cash prizes of $200, $150 and 
$100 dollars, as well as bidding 
on silent auction items.  We are 
grateful to St Augustine’s for the 
venue; to Toby for all his hard 
work and time; to all who donated 
silent auction items and all who 
volunteered to make the evening 
the success that it was:  Dick 
Frette, Doug Cripe , Mark 
Queener, Gwen Borsch, Yvonne 

Saunders, Wanda Knepper, Bill 
Day, Lindsey Osborne,  Susan 
Shaw,  Chad  Shaw,  Mike 
Sodam,  and Ed Friday.  
BEACON’s Trivia Night raised 
$2,075, a great success for the 
first try.  The recipe below was 
the winning snack from trivia 
night.  
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6 egg whites                                         
2 cups miniature marshmallows       
1/2 tsp cream of tartar                      
1/4 tsp salt, 1 &  3/4 C sugar          
The day before serving:  Beat egg 
whites until foamy.  Add cream of 
tartar and salt.  Gradually beat in 1 
3/4 cups sugar.  Beat steadily until 
egg whites are thick, creamy and 
stiff.  Pour into buttered 9x13-inch 
baking pan; spread smooth.  Bake in a 
preheated 275° oven 1 hour.  Turn off 

oven.  Leave crust in oven overnight.  
Do not open oven door.                      
2 & 3/4 cups granulated sugar, 
divided 
1 21-oz. can cherry pie filling 
8 oz. cream cheese, softened 
1 lb. fresh or frozen strawberries 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 lb. fresh or frozen raspberries 
1 pint whipping cream, whipped 
1 tsp. lemon juice                                      

As crust is baking, beat cream cheese 
with remaining 1 cup sugar and 
vanilla until smooth.  Fold in 
whipped cream.  Stir in 
marshmallows. 
Refrigerate mixture overnight.  In the 
morning, pour cheese mixture over 
cooled crust; spread mixture evenly 
over top.  Refrigerate.   At serving 
time, cut “cloud” base into squares; 
transfer to serving plates.  Top with 
generous spoonfuls of cherry-berry 
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(Dec, Jan, Feb) 

Mike Anderson 

David Anderson 

Caryn Azar 

Mr & Mrs Paul Beach 

Connie Bergmann 

Tim Blackmore 

Michael & Ericalyn Boling 

Gwen Borsch 

Shirley Bosick 

Douglas & Geri Bosick 

Laurie & John Brown 

Jim & Patti Buckhannon 

Charles & Joyce Burnette 

John Cahnousky 

Central Christian Church 

Christ United Methodist 
Church 

Christian Family Church 

Annie Clark 

Celeste Cocheba 

Community Kindness 

Sharon Cook 

Cornerstone Christian 
Church 

Anita Coughenour 

Ralph & Edith Crago 

Doug Cripe 

Elizabeth Cropper 

Crossroads Christian 
Church 

William Crotty 

Mark  & Marni 
Cunningham 

Kevin & Maggie Daugherty 

Carol Davis 

Bill & Beth Dawkins 

Don Deitz 

Brett Denton 

Dave Donley 

Melissa Drolet 

Shelly Dublar 

Barbara Edgar 

Dennis Edwards 

Excelsior Club 

Faith Family Church 

Faith Lutheran Church 

First Baptist Belleville 

First United Presbyterian 

Michael & Sherri Foppe 

Barbara Ford 

Terry Ford 

Nancy Franke 

Steve Fredrickson 

Dick Frette 

Bob & Sharon Gage 

Colleen Gallagher 

Garden Heights Baptist  

Catherine Genaro 

Norm Geolat 

Steve & Lynn Glauber 

Grace Church 

Judith Green 

Fran Hager 

Mr & Mrs Jay Haines 

Norman & Carol Hake 

Christy Hart 

Cheryl Heimerman 

Tony & Vera Held 

Dale Hodges 

Rick Hodshire 

Hope Church 

Bud & Janet Hollinberger 

Ken & Shirley Holmes 

Timothy Horn 

Dennis & Kim Hubbard 

Joy Hudgins 

Glenn & Inez Hull 

June Isenhart 

Sallie Jefferson 

Liz Johnson 

Dolores Jorns 

John & Robin Jurich 

Diane Kanipp 

Terry & Beanie Keck 

Doris Kempfer 

Pat Killian 

Kiwanis Club of Fairview  

Heights 

Doreen Klages 

Jan Klinger 

Susan Knepper 

Wanda Knepper 

Fr Stan Konieczny 

Darlene Kraemer 

Gloria Kratky 

Ann Krause 

John & Bobbie Laker 

Bob & Sherry Landes 

Deacon Bob & Lou Lippert 

Bobbie LLamas 

Zona Ludlum 

Ruth Mader 

Patrick & Roseann Mathis 

Corrine Matysik 

Lee & Terry McAngus 

Sammy & Jim McHaney 

Sue McKenzie 

Midwestern Propane 

Al Miller 

Gloria Miller 

Grace Moon 

Chuck & Mickie Moore 

Mary Jo Mordhorst 

Earl & Virginia Morris 

Shane & Marsia Murphy  

Margaret Neff 

Todd & Lisa Neumayer 

Gail Nunn 
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Kathy O’Dell 

Marie Oelrich 

O’Fallon Assembly of God 

Patrick Osowski 

Carolyn Percival 

Gretchen Phillips 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Prospect Park United 
Methodist 

Richard & Carolyn 
Rawlings 

Marie Reichling 

Kenneth & Peggy Reynolds 

Helen Richter 

Sandy Ritter 

Frank & Betty Rohr 

St Augustine of Canterbury 

St John UCC 

St Mary SVDP 

St Paul UCC 

Julie Schaffer 

Daniel Schell 

Mary Lou Siebert 

Signal Hill Lutheran 

Signal Hill United 
Methodist Church 

Bettie Sisson 

Rev. Cliff & Terrel Smyly 

Larry Stepp 

Sterling Baptist 

Jade & Mike Sodam 

Norman & Mary Ann 
Sowels 

Leona Spehn 

State Farm Insurance 

Dawn Steen 

Barb Steiger 

Sandy Strobl 

Mike & Carole Thompson 

Alison Trinkline 

Union United Methodist 

Union UMC Men 

Christ United Methodist 
Women 

Erma Jean & Dale 
Vandiver 

Joe & Onnie Wargo 

Pearl Washington 

Patrick Watkins 

Sherman Weaver 

Eric & Ann Weidemann 

Carol Werner 

Westminster Presbyterian 

Ed & Nancy Weston 

Sue Whetstone 

Tom & Janet Wissehr 

June Wolz 

Leonard & Delores 
Wojtysiak 
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Maggie Daugherty by 

Cliff & Terrell Smyly 

BEACON Staff by Sherri 
Foppe 

Tommie and Sandy Maney 
by Maggie & Kevin 
Daugherty 
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Phil Auner by 

Maggie  & Kevin 
Daugherty 

Bob & Sharon Gage 

Laurie & John Brown 

Ruth Mader 

Mr & Mrs Patrick 
Watkins 

Excelsior Club 

Dick Frette 

Mr & Mrs. Kenneth 
Reynolds 

Caryn Azar 

Bill Crotty Jr 

Dennis & Kim Hubbard 

Dr & Mrs. Jay Haines 

Gretchen Phillips, Janet 
Wissehr, and the Auner 

Family 

Eric & Anne Weidemann 

June Wolz 

Wanda Knepper 

Jennifer & Julie Drye 

By Ron & Delores Gill 

Sio S. Miller 

By Gloria Miller 

Michael Shannon 

By Zona Ludlum 

Edward Hollinberger 

 By Charles & Joyce 
Burnette 

Betty Doehler  by  

Vera Hudson 

Kathryn Knipp  by 

Ruth Mader & Louise 
Phillips 

Jeanette Taylor  

By Connie Bergmann 
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 My goal this year, both for work at 
BEACON and personally, is to do my 
best for God.  How many times do we 
do just good enough, or good enough 
for government work?  Unfortunately,  
I  often rush to do ten things at once, 
and  end up doing none of them well.  
This year I am going to strive to slow 
down and maybe do less, trying to do 
my best with whatever I do.  I have 
noticed I am always so busy rushing 
that I don’t take time to appreciate the 
people around me.  Many times my 

job is to stop and listen, and really 
listen -not do paperwork while I’m 
half way listening.  I need to give my 
full attention to whomever I’m 
speaking with, and not think about the 
calls I need to make, or the 
applications I need to review.  I’m 
going to do my best, by giving my 
best to whatever person God has put 
in my path for me to share myself 
with.  I will continue to strive to do 
more with less but only with physical 
resources, and not with God’s people.  

I need to remember that many people 
may only see God and his love 
through my small actions.  As you go 
about your day, can you also share 
God’s love in whatever small act God 
has called you to do?  

“For it is God who works in you 
to will and to act according to his 
good purpose.” Philippians 2:13 
(NIV) 
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A team of at least 12 volunteers worked with Shelly on January 23rd to fold and bag linens from the warehouse. 



 

       Budgeted     Received    Budgeted     Rcvd    

    Oct-Dec      Oct-Dec   YTD      YTD 

Individuals    $3750          $6066        $15000   $19476 

Churches    $6500          $4788        $26000      $26329 

Businesses      $500         $1300 $2000     $2225        

Organizations    $1125           $325           $4500        $2410 

Fundraising    $3031         $6381         $12125        $9805 

Grants     $1000           $500 $4000    $3500   

Totals  $15,906       $19,360      $ 63,625    $63,745 
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Business Sponsorships are 
available in three levels:  
Gold, Silver and Bronze.  

Contact   Jade at the 
BEACON office to request a 

packet of information. 
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A donation envelope is included in this newsletter.  If you feel that BEACON is serving God’s less fortunate in ways 
you believe are good, we would appreciate your financial support, or check the wish list on the back of this newslet-
ter.   BEACON operates entirely on donations and fundraising. We wish you God’s blessings.  Thank you. 

“Diane Kreeb, a parishioner at St 
Augustine, was one of the 
original group who started 
BEACON and served on their 
Board.  Over the years, many 
parishioners have volunteered 
with BEACON, among them, 
Wanda Knepper, who started as 
an office volunteer and just 
finished a six year term on the 
Board, retiring as Board President 
last month.  Yvonne Hayes is a 
newly elected board member and 
Larry Reid is a long time office 
volunteer.  Many other of our 
parishioners support BEACON 

with donations.  St Augustine 
believes in the concept of sharing 
our information and volunteers so 
that all of our resources can be 
utilized for the most good and can 
reach the most people.  We feel 
that partnering with BEACON 
cuts down on the abuses within 
the social service network.  We 
look forward to working with 
BEACON and being part of 
BEACON’s service to God’s 
people!” 

BEACON is proud to partner with 
St Augustine of Canterbury. 
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· Lawn Cutting 

· Landscaping 

· Tree Trimming/ 
           Removal 
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Mark Queener, Pastor of Christian Family Church  Alex May  receiving Betty Doehler Award 

          BEACON volunteers, Board, Staff and Donors at Annual Recognition 
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Abdias Christian Faith Fellowship 

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran 

Central Christian Church 

Christian Family Church 

Christ United Church of Christ 

Christ United Methodist 

Cornerstone Christian Church 

Crossroads Christian Church 

Faith Family Church 

Faith Lutheran Church 

First Baptist Church of Belleville 

First Baptist Church of Caseyville 

First Church of Christ Scientist 

First Divine Science Church 

First United Presbyterian Church 

Garden Heights Baptist Church 

Grace Church 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

Hope Church 

Life Church 

New Life in Christ  

O’Fallon Assembly of God 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Prospect Park United Methodist 

Radiance Center for Spiritual Living 

Redeemer Community Church (PCA) 

St Augustine of Canterbury 

St Clare Catholic Church 

St John United Church of Christ 

St Luke Catholic Church 

St Mary Catholic Church 

St Matthew United Methodist 

St Nicholas Catholic Church 

St Paul United Church of Christ 

St Peter Cathedral Catholic  

St Stephen Catholic Church 

St Teresa Catholic Church 

Signal Hill Lutheran Church 

Signal Hill United Methodist 

Sterling Baptist Church 

Swansea Church 

Trinity United Church of Christ 

Union United Methodist Church 

Well of Living Water Ministries 

Westminster Presbyterian 

Wilkerson Chapel AME Church 
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